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Remodeled ILAUGH model of Social 
Thinking 
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EBP or PBE? 

Evidence Based Practices 

• Practices which have several 
research studies proving the 
treatment approach is 
effective for a specific 
population.  

 

Practice Based on the Evidence 

Treatment approach that is 
developed from a wealth of 
research studies 
demonstrating key concepts 
which should be addressed for 
a specific population.  

These studies can be 
developmentally based and/or 
related to concepts or 
characteristics important to a 
specific special needs 
population.  
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Social Learning Emerges in first 12 months 

6 months: I can pay attention to what someone else is 
looking at 

 

9 -12 months: I know you have a different mind from 
me so I shift my body to see what you see and I can 
figure out when you do something on purpose and 
when it is an accident. I am motivated to figure out 
how you think and I also have learned to share 
emotional states reciprically. 
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13-15 months: Collaborative 
Engagement 

• I understand that you have a goal and I am 
flexible with the fact there may be many ways to 
pursue the same goal.  

• I can imagine what you are trying to accomplish 
(role-reversal). I may even help you with an 
alternative way to meet the goal.  

• My rational social mind is developing, I can share 
my attention with you and we have shared 
intentionality or “we intentionality.”  

• My language development begins in earnest after 
I start pointing, gesturing, etc.  
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Role reversal in action! 
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Shared attention and intention 
allows for the development of 

Theory of Mind 

I know 
I know I know 

I know you know 
I know you know I know 

Early Indicators of  
Theory of Mind 

• The index finger point that develops before 
the start of language in infants 

– Students with autism spectrum disorders will 
often take the hand and drag a person to what 
they want 

• “Eyes have thoughts” – understanding the 
underlying meaning/intent of eye gaze  

• Joint Attention 
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Leading the way 
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Checking to see you are following his 
thinking 
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WE INTENTIONALITY – JOINT 
COLLABORATION – SHARED 
MOTIVATION (TOMASELLO, ET AL 2005) 

Are at the heart of social communication 
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The Dilemma 

• Many of our students pass basic social 
knowledge (Theory of Mind) subtests, yet they 
still appear to lack in perspective taking skills 
for processing intentions and engaging with 
others.  

• The researchers observe this but don’t yet 
know how to test for these higher level but 
weak  areas of development.  
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Social Radar System 

• Exploring the spectrum of social radar 
strength 
– One’s perception of the hidden rules and social 

situations effects how they interpret and then 
respond to it. 

– The Social Radar strength is determined in large 
part by neurology (what you are born to) 

– The Social Radar intuitive abilities, impacts life 
long learning of social information and related 
social skills. 

 

Social Thinking -Social Communication 
Scale  

• Significantly Challenged Social Communicator 
(SCSC) 

 
• Emerging Social Communicator(ESC) 

 
• Nuance Challenged Communicator (NCSC) 

 
• Resistant Social Communicator (RSC) 
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Free Article 

Free article: Social Thinking-Social 
Communication Profile 

Under “What’s Social Thinking?”  

www.socialthinking.com 
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The ST-SCP and life 

• We only prognosticate from 3rd grade and 
beyond. 

• This is to help with planning learning needs to 
assist with transition into adulthood.  

• If your student/child is solidly functioning in a 
specific profile level in 3rd grade, they will 
most likely stay at that level across their life. 
However, they will improve compared to 
themselves!  
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How SCSC may appear in school  
• Language development often severely affected 

• Not naturally attentive to others (but they like people). 

• EXTREMELY WEAK INTERPRETIVE SYSTEMS 

• EXTREMELY WEAK EXPRESSIVE SYSTEM 

• Communication primarily for wants and needs or to 
discuss perseverations. 

• Require very close assistance from adults (small class or 
1:1 aide). 

• Demonstrate talent in certain areas (puzzles, reading 
decoding). 
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The child with SCSC has a severe 
learning deficit, which is best treated 
with clear behavioral learning tools, 
sensory regulation and relationship 
development. This groups lacks the 
language based learning abilities to 
benefit from Social Thinking.  
 
These students DO continue to make 
progress in more concrete/functional 
lessons. 
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Prognosis of the SCSC 

• Will continue to make gains compared to 
themselves across their lives with continued 
support, however they will require close 
assistance across their lives.  

• They likely will not become “independent” in 
their life and job management skills.  
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How Emerging Social Communicators 
may appear at school 

• Usually moderate to mild language problems. 
• Early language development showed pronoun 

confusion!  
• Very limited emotional vocabulary. 
• Aloof, poor self-awareness! 
• Very slow to process the different thoughts 
• Very limited stranger danger 
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Continued ESC 

• Anxiety about how the world works is more 
prevalent than social anxiety (how people think 
about me) 

• Don’t understand that people try to read their 
intentions. 

• Very limited ability to process the motive of persons 
around them (e.g. Richard: will you marry me?)  

• Weak attention span in a group, but like to be in a 
structured, supportive group.  
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Continued ESC  

• Poor concepts; often have no sense of having to 
“hurry” for someone else!  

• Moderately to very literal; poor inferencing which 
impacts reading comprehension of literature.  

• Poor narrative language: weak written 
expression. 

• Poor learners of social expectations in their 
natural environments: parents have to teach 
literally every thing to them outside of technical 
information their brain learns easily.  
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Need to teach basic social 
understanding and rules 

 

• I have thoughts and feelings and so do you.  

• We may try to manipulate each other’s 
thoughts (to some extent). 

• We react to how people treat us. 

• This all helps with social problem solving 
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Prognosis of the ESC 

• Will make significant progress with 
supports/continued teachings, and maturity 
will continue to be their friend. They will often 
live with “guided independence”, meaning 
they can do much for themselves but still 
require a person in the background to help 
with critical thinking.  
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Subtly Nuanced Social 
Communicator (SNSC) 

 Solid technical language skills 
 Students may have an awareness of others but not at the 

deeper intuitive analytical level. 
 Students may be able to cognitively discuss how others feel 

when they are outside of a spontaneous interaction, but 
are not able to track and respond to another’s perspective 
while actively interacting. 

 Perspective taking can be looked at as an executive 
function skill.  

 Generally they have the “invisible disability” 
 Likely to have social anxiety and related depressions. 
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Prognosis of SNSC 

• Best chance to live fully independent lives.  

• But given their invisible disability, they also 
have more chances of not making it and will 
have no support systems to call on. This group 
receives no state or federal funding for their 
disability.  

copyright©2008MichelleGWinner 27 



ASHA 2011 San Diego, Ca. 

copyright 2011 Think Social Publishing, 

Inc.   www.socialthinking.com  10 

Resistant Social Communicator 

• Argues and Insists 

•  May be able to explain that others have 
thoughts and opinions but then insists people 
listen only to their view of the world. 

• Often have solid to strong IQ but rigid thinker 
and may be overly literal when compared to 
their other academic functioning.  

• They don’t work well in groups; they ARE the 
group!  
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Continue Resistant SC 

 They can have a good sense of humor; but they over-
use/abuse it: the unwelcome class clown.  

 They often have one or two friends that stick by them 
and think they have many more friends than they 
actually do.  

 May lie, but can’t tell when they are being lied to. 

 Peers can see they don’t understand the subtleties 
and may try to lure them into doing things that are 
not ok.   
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Continued Resistant SC  

 Perceived as oppositional; they question authority and 
seem to lack common sense about group dynamics. In 
fact they have limited cognitive understanding of group 
dynamics. 

 As they get older they are more prone for getting in 
trouble with the law. 

 Physically they are aware of their “image”, but at a more 
superficial level.  

 They may have significant anxiety and depression as they 
don’t understand why people are so hard on them.  
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Treatment for Resistant SC 

• Need to be seen in an individual session or in 
a very small group. 

• Need to focus on learning about group 
dynamics, perspective of others and how 
people are reading their intentions. 

• Require core lessons in social thinking, even if 
they act like they know it all!  

• Depression and anxiety management are also 
key.  
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Prognosis 

• It is hoped they are able to learn to 
understand their social learning challenges 
and become more accepting of conforming to 
others and hearing other’s points of view. If 
this happens they have a good chance of 
having the same prognosis of the SNSC.  

• Which is ability to achieve normal adult  
milestones; but also possibility of having 
major mental health problems.  
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Grouping of Students for teaching Social 
Thinking is Critical!  

• Group them by their perspective taking levels! 

 

• However, appreciate the levels indicated still 
allow for large variation in ability. But this is a 
place to begin!  
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• Blogs, free articles, 
research 

• Conferences 
• Products 
• Assessment & 

Therapy 
• Mentor / Internship 

Training 
• Newsletters 

facebook.com/socialthinking  


